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B\ PeWer BerkoZiW] - MDUFK 18, 2013

TEL AVIV -- LDVW ZHHN, DW WKH DQQXDO HHU]OL\D CRQIHUHQFH RQ QDWLRQDO VHFXULW\, VSHFXODWLRQ
ZDV UDPSDQW DERXW WKH SXUSRVH RI BDUDFN OEDPD¶V ILUVW YLVLW WR IVUDHO DV SUHVLGHQW RI WKH

UQLWHG SWDWHV. OQH FRPPRQ YLHZ ZDV WKDW ZKDW WKH APHULFDQ OHDGHU KRSHV WR DFFRPSOLVK
XSRQ DUULYLQJ KHUH RQ MDUFK 20 LV WR JHW RXW RI IVUDHO DV VRRQ DV SRVVLEOH.

SXFK DQ DPELWLRQ ZRXOG EH XQGHUVWDQGDEOH. IQ KLV ILUVW WHUP, OEDPD VRXJKW WR RUFKHVWUDWH D
FRPSUHKHQVLYH UHVROXWLRQ RI WKH FRQIOLFW EHWZHHQ WKH IVUDHOLV DQG WKH PDOHVWLQLDQV. TKLV, WRR,
UHIOHFWHG DQ XQGHUVWDQGDEOH LPSXOVH, HYHQ DQ DGPLUDEOH RQH. BXW DW EHVW KH ZHQW DERXW LW

QDLYHO\. B\ SXWWLQJ VLJQLILFDQW SUHVVXUH RQ WKH IVUDHOLV DQG QRQH RQ WKH PDOHVWLQLDQV, WKH
SUHVLGHQW PDQDJHG WR VRZ GLVWUXVW LQ JHUXVDOHP DQG LQIODWH H[SHFWDWLRQV LQ RDPDOODK, D EDG

UHFLSH IRU D SHDFH SURFHVV WKDW GHPDQGV SDLQIXO FRQFHVVLRQV IURP ERWK VLGHV.

IQ WKH ZLQWHU RI 2011, WKH OEDPD DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ JUHHWHG WKH AUDE SSULQJ DV WKH KHUDOG RI
OLEHUW\ DQG GHPRFUDF\ LQ WKH MLGGOH EDVW. IQVWHDG, DV WKH IVUDHOLV KDG FDXWLRQHG, WKH

XSULVLQJV RI 2011 KDYH SURYHG D GHVWDELOL]LQJ IRUFH LQ WKH UHJLRQ. TKH\ KDYH EHHQ PDUNHG E\
WKH UHVXUJHQFH RI IVODPLF WUDGLWLRQ LQ FRQWHVW ZLWK PRGHUQLW\, DQG WKH UHHPHUJHQFH RI

VHFWDULDQ DQG WULEDO OR\DOWLHV LQ FRPSHWLWLRQ ZLWK WKH FHQWUDOL]LQJ QDWLRQ VWDWH.

EJ\SW, WKH ODUJHVW DQG OHDGLQJ AUDE VWDWH, LV LQ FULVLV. IW KDV ORVW FRQWURO RYHU VZDWKV RI LWV
WHUULWRU\ LQ WKH SLQDL PHQLQVXOD DQG LQ VHFWLRQV RI CDLUR, LWV HFRQRP\ LV LQ VKDPEOHV, DQG LW

PXVW LPSRUW IRRG IRU WHQV RI PLOOLRQV.

AOWKRXJK PUHVLGHQW BDVKDU DO-AVVDG LV VWLOO KDQJLQJ RQ WZR \HDUV DIWHU WKH RXWEUHDN RI FLYLO
ZDU, S\ULD LV FROODSVLQJ. LHEDQRQ, IUDJLOH DV DOZD\V, LV LQFUHDVLQJO\ GUDZQ LQWR WKH S\ULDQ

FRQIOLFW DV AVVDG-EDFNHG HH]EROODK LQ LHEDQRQ VHHNV WR SURWHFW LWV SURWHFWRU LQ S\ULD. JRUGDQ
PXVW GHDO ZLWK DQ DVFHQGDQW MXVOLP BURWKHUKRRG HYHQ DV, DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH U.N. RHIXJHH

AJHQF\, 350,000 S\ULDQV KDYH SRXUHG DFURVV LWV ERUGHU. LLE\D UHPDLQV IUDFWXUHG. BDKUDLQ LV
WHHWHULQJ.

MHDQZKLOH, GHVSLWH XQSUHFHGHQWHGO\ WRXJK APHULFDQ-OHG VDQFWLRQV, IUDQ FRQWLQXHV WR HQULFK

XUDQLXP DQG SURFHVV SOXWRQLXP. IQ IVUDHO, ZKLFK LV GHWHUPLQHG WR SUHYHQW IUDQ IURP
acqXiring Whe capabiliW\ of bXilding D QXFOHDU ZHDSRQ, LW LV ZLGHO\ WKRXJKW WKDW IUDQ LV

PRQWKV DZD\ IURP FURVVLQJ WKDW VR-FDOOHG ³UHG´ OLQH.

TKH UQLWHG SWDWHV, OEDPD KDV LQVLVWHG, LV FRPPLWWHG WR SUHYHQWLQJ IUDQ IURP poVVeVVing D
QXFOHDU ZHDSRQ, DQG ZLOO XVH DOO RSWLRQV -- LQFOXGLQJ, DV D ODVW UHVRUW, D PLOLWDU\ RQH -- WR

DFKLHYH LWV JRDO. HRZHYHU, VLQFH SUHYHQWLQJ IUDQ IURP SRVVHVVLQJ D QXFOHDU ZHDSRQ LV
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FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK DOORZLQJ THKUDQ WR DFTXLUH DOO WKH HOHPHQWV IRU D ERPE DV ORQJ DV LW GRHVQ¶W
DVVHPEOH WKHP, WKH UQLWHG SWDWHV GUDZV D UHG OLQH DQG RSHUDWHV RQ D WLPHWDEOH WKDW GLIIHU

IURP IVUDHO¶V.

OQ WRS RI WKH OLQJHULQJ WHQVLRQV DQG FRQIOLFWLQJ DVVHVVPHQWV, WKHUH LV D ZLGHVSUHDG

SHUFHSWLRQ LQ IVUDHO -- DQG WKURXJKRXW WKH MLGGOH EDVW, LQ EXURSH, DQG LQ WKH UQLWHG SWDWHV
LWVHOI -- WKDW WKH OEDPD DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DLPV WR UHGXFH WKH U.S. UROH LQ WKH MLGGOH EDVW. TKH
WKLQNLQJ KHUH LV WKDW APHULFD HQFRXQWHUV QR JOREDO HQHP\, DV GXULQJ WKH CROG WDU; OEDPD

FHUWDLQO\ GRHV QRW UHJDUG IVODPLF H[WUHPLVP LQ WKH ZD\ RRQDOG RHDJDQ UHJDUGHG SRYLHW
FRPPXQLVP. IVUDHOLV DOVR ZRUU\ WKDW WKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ LV SUHRFFXSLHG ZLWK EXGJHW EDWWOHV

ZLWK RHSXEOLFDQV DQG ZLQQLQJ EDFN WKH HRXVH RI RHSUHVHQWDWLYHV LQ 2014. AQG,
QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ WKH SUHVLGHQW¶V GHWHUPLQDWLRQ WR SURPRWH FOHDQ HQHUJ\, IVUDHOLV DUH
FRQFHUQHG WKDW WKH K\GUDXOLF IUDFWXULQJ UHYROXWLRQ, ZKLFK KDV DOUHDG\ UHGXFHG APHULFD¶V

GLUHFW GHSHQGHQFH RQ MLGGOH EDVW RLO, ZLOO DOVR OHVVHQ APHULFDQ LQWHUHVW LQ WKH UHJLRQ.

OQH FDQ VHH KRZ, LQ WKHVH FLUFXPVWDQFHV, WKH OEDPD WHDP PD\ KDYH FRQFOXGHG WKDW WKH
SULPDU\ EHQHILWV RI YLVLWLQJ IVUDHO FRQFHUQ GRPHVWLF SROLWLFV. B\ PHDQV RI D YHU\ SXEOLF

GLVSOD\ RI VROLGDULW\ ZLWK IVUDHO, WKH SUHVLGHQW PD\ KRSH WR VLOHQFH GRPHVWLF FULWLFV ZKR
FKDUJH WKDW KLV GHFLVLRQ QRW WR YLVLW IVUDHO GXULQJ KLV ILUVW WHUP UHIOHFWV D FROGQHVV WRZDUG WKH

JHZLVK VWDWH, DQG WR SODFDWH GRPHVWLF VXSSRUWHUV ZKR ZLVK WR KDYH WKHLU FRQILGHQFH LQ WKH
SUHVLGHQW¶V JRRG LQWHQWLRQV WRZDUG IVUDHO UHLQIRUFHG.

BXW LW LV D PLVWDNH WR EHOLHYH WKDW U.S. LQWHUHVWV ZRXOG EH ZHOO-VHUYHG E\ GLPLQLVKLQJ

APHULFD¶V UROH LQ WKH MLGGOH EDVW. IPSRUWDQW WDVNV DZDLW WKH SUHVLGHQW LQ WKH UHJLRQ.

AW WKH HHU]OL\D CRQIHUHQFH, U.S. APEDVVDGRU WR IVUDHO DDQLHO SKDSLUR YLJRURXVO\ LQVLVWHG

WKDW WKH WKLWH HRXVH YLHZHG WKH SUHVLGHQW¶V LPSHQGLQJ YLVLW DV D FKDQFH WR EXLOG FRQILGHQFH
LQ DQ DOUHDG\ VWURQJ UHODWLRQVKLS DQG WR UHILQH D MRLQW XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI APHULFD¶V MLGGOH
EDVW VWUDWHJ\.

AFFRUGLQJ WR SKDSLUR, OEDPD -- ZKR ZLOO DOVR EH PHHWLQJ ZLWK PDOHVWLQLDQ AXWKRULW\
PUHVLGHQW MDKPRXG AEEDV LQ BHWKOHKHP DQG KLQJ AEGXOODK RI JRUGDQ LQ APPDQ -- ZLOO

UHDIILUP WKH PRUDO ERQG EHWZHHQ WKH WZR GHPRFUDFLHV; XQGHUVFRUH APHULFD¶V XQEUHDNDEOH
FRPPLWPHQW WR IVUDHO¶V VHFXULW\; DQG DGYDQFH LPSRUWDQW IRUHLJQ SROLF\ JRDOV WKURXJK LQ-
GHSWK GLVFXVVLRQV DERXW WKH WZR FRXQWULHV¶ VKDUHG LQWHUHVWV.

TKH HYLGHQFH LQGLFDWHV WKDW WKH IVUDHOLV DUH WDNLQJ WKLV YLVLW VHULRXVO\. PULPH MLQLVWHU
BHQMDPLQ NHWDQ\DKX, ZKR GHYRWHG ODVW ZHHN WR SXWWLQJ ILQLVKLQJ WRXFKHV RQ KLV QHZ

JRYHUQPHQW, KDV PDGH FOHDU KLV LQWHQWLRQ WR IRFXV GLVFXVVLRQV ZLWK WKH SUHVLGHQW DQG KLV
WHDP RQ IUDQ¶V SXUVXLW RI QXFOHDU ZHDSRQV, WKH GLVLQWHJUDWLRQ RI S\ULD, DQG WKH VWDOOHG SHDFH
SURFHVV ZLWK WKH PDOHVWLQLDQV. NHWDQ\DKX¶V VWDII LV ZRUNLQJ ORQJ KRXUV, ERWK WR SUHSDUH IRU

WKH VXEVWDQWLDO GLVFXVVLRQV DQG WR HQVXUH WKDW DOO WKH FHUHPRQLDO DQG SXEOLF DVSHFWV RI WKH
SUHVLGHQWLDO YLVLW FRPH RII ZLWKRXW D KLWFK.
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Much Rides on Obama's Visit to Israel
realclearpolitics.com/articles/2013/03/18/much_rides_on_obamas_visit_to_israel_117493-2.html

Even in the best case scenario, one should not expect the president’s trip to yield dramatic

announcements on Iran or Syria. But given the likelihood that a nuclear Iran would trigger

an arms race in the Gulf region and thereby further destabilize an area of critical importance

to the international economy, one should hope that Netanyahu and Obama make progress

behind the scenes.

Progress would consist in improving cooperation on diplomacy, sanctions, and

unconventional methods to pressure Iran to abandon its nuclear program. Progress would

also involve narrowing the differences between the United States and Israel over the

appropriate red line regarding Iran.

When it comes to Syria, among the most important steps that the United States can take is to

fortify Jordan. A pro-Western Sunni stronghold bordering Israel, Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia,

and the Gulf of Aqaba, Jordan anchors the region. In the short term, the U.S. should increase

foreign aid to help the regime contend with domestic unrest exacerbated by hundreds of

thousands of Syrian refugees. Over the long term, Americans would get substantial return on

their investment by concentrating on programs to promote the study of English and basic

computer competence for all Jordanian children.

The onus in Jerusalem this week is not only on the United States. Netanyahu might seize the

opportunity, in the afterglow of Obama’s visit, to announce a new Israeli peace initiative.

The majority view in Israel is that the best solution to the conflict with the Palestinians is two

states for two peoples, a view Netanyahu himself endorsed in June 2009 in a speech at Bar-

Ilan University. But a majority also understands that the sides are too far apart today to reach

a final agreement. For example, many Israelis who favor an independent Palestinian state

maintain that it must be demilitarized, while many Palestinians who are prepared to accept

Israel insist that the Palestinian state, to be a truly sovereign nation, must be free to make

those kinds of decisions itself.

The obstacles to a complete and satisfactory peace in the short term are daunting and

numerous. They do not, however, obviate the possibility in the short term of taking

important steps toward peace.

For starters, Netanyahu should create an occasion to reaffirm his commitment to two states

for two peoples and invite the Palestinians and other Arab neighbors to come to the

negotiating table, as he did in June 2009 at Bar-Ilan. Only this time, and with the backing of

the U.S., Netanyahu should declare that if, within a certain period of time, nothing comes of

his offer to negotiate, Israel will carry out a partial though substantial withdrawal from major

https://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2013/03/18/much_rides_on_obamas_visit_to_israel_117493-2.html
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Palestinian population centers in the West Bank while securing its control over major Jewish

population centers and strategically critical areas beyond the Green Line. Israel, Netanyahu

should also emphasize, will continue to seek out every opportunity to pursue direct talks with

the Palestinians and its Arab neighbors.

Obama’s Israel visit is much more than a chance to let bygones be bygones, reestablish his

relationship with Netanyahu on sounder footing, and connect with ordinary Israeli citizens.

It is also an opportunity to advance vital American national security interests through

collaboration with our most dependable ally in the region.

A United States that turns its back on Middle East politics, that takes its eye off the ball in

Iran, does little to contain the conflict in Syria, and fails to understand both the importance

of a just and lasting peace between Israel and the Palestinians and the formidable obstacles

to achieving it will ensure that down the road it will have to contend with political and

humanitarian crises created by a surge of refugees, the proliferation of weapons (including

those of mass destruction), and the spread of terrorism in the region and throughout the

world.

Hopefully, Obama realizes all this and will be coming to Israel with the understanding that

there is no escape for the United States from its responsibilities in the Middle East -- and no

substitute for prudent leadership. 
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